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http://luc.devroye.org/
http://www.klingspor-museum.de/

TAJ MAHAL, INDIA AND NEPAL

During April, 2016, I was fortunate to travel to India
and Nepal for another of my learning and discovery

“vacations”. I am finding as I “age” that lying on a
beach or sitting around drinking pina coladas no
longer holds an interest for me...... what happened?
As I am accompanied by my husband on these
vacations, fitting in anything calligraphic becomes a
challenge as his interests lie elsewhere. However, in
both of these countries there were many buildings
and structures that had calligraphy prominently
displayed on their structures, one in particular is the
Taj Mahal.

The Taj Mahal is a beautiful tribute built by Shah
Jahan between 1631-1638 as a mausoleum for his
favorite wife. The main entrance is white marble and

black marble or jasper inlay was used to write the
calligraphic verses from the Quran. The higher
panels are written slightly larger to reduce the
skewing effect when viewed from below. The
calligraphy found on the marble cenotaphs in the
tomb is particularly detailed and delicate.
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On the lower walls of the tomb there are realistic bas

relief depictions of flowers and vines and the marble
has been polished to emphasize the details.

There were restrictions on photos inside the
mausoleum, however on the lid of the casket is a
sculpture of a small pen box and writing tablet.
These are traditional Mughal funerary icons. “The
Ninety Nine Names of God” are calligraphic
inscriptions wrote on the sides of the actual tomb.
There were 28 types of precious and semi-precious
stones inlaid into the white marble of the Taj,
unfortunately many have been looted. History states
that over 20,000 different artisans were employed in
the construction. It truly is a beautiful piece of
history.

Throughout India and Nepal there were many other
beautiful structures with amazing detail, both
calligraphic and ornamental.

Intricate detail carved in sandstone

Even the young girls who were getting married had
the traditional henna painted on their arms and hands.

Almost “zentangle like”.

In Jaipur, India the Sheesh Mahal (Hall of Mirrors)
was built in 1631-1632. The ornate white marble
pavilion is inlaid with “pietra dura” and complex
mirror-work of the finest quality. (pietra dura — inlay
technique using cut and fitted stones, gems, glass or
mirrors)



Photos of this work do not do justice to the beautiful
and dream-like fecling of being surrounded by
thousands of tiny mirror and glass pieces.

There were many beautiful and intricate design
elements throughout both of these countries. On
balconies, door entrances, pillars as well as all the
temples and historical structures.

I found myself looking at all of them, thinking how I
could incorporate them into my calligraphic designs!

Regardless of all the beauty surrounding me, it still
was brought home that we on this side of the world
are very fortunate to have been born where we were.
Although there is much poverty, the Indian and
Nepalese people could not be happier or friendlier to
us foreign tourists travelling to see the beauty of their
countries. As we photographed them, they in turn
were photographing us!
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A young man carving slate in Nepal Market

Doors in Nepal

Stone inscription at a Memorial Site

India and Nepal are two wonderful diverse countries
of historical significance. The buildings, structures
and calligraphy present at many of them are quite
magnificent to see. There are so many opportunities
for us to follow calligraphy through history and this
was a wonderful memorable experience that I will
never forget......
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“SPONTANEOUS MARK &
ALTERNATIVE IMAGE:
SPEAKING FROM THE
HEART” with Pamela Paulsrud

(by Pam Rinaldo)
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The following (partial) description was given by Pamela regarding this workshop — “In this class you'll explove the distinctive and bold
expressions of spontaneous marks using walnut and sumi inks, combined with layers of alternative image processes. You will be given guidance
in scoring countless variations of vhythmical marks and patterns originating from intuition and response to music, sounds — or silence. Sink art
techniques will also be introduced for creating blurring, dripping and running marks for breathtaking texturing effects on your papers.”

This past spring while I was in Florida I had the
opportunity to take the above workshop with the
Coastal Calligraphy Guild, located in Sarasota. This
four day workshop was a great time to experiment
and explore all there is to mark making. Pamela had
us working on large sheets of paper which could be
cut down after the techniques had been applied.
Working large gave you the freedom to explore
larger areas of the paper and work up to and off the
edges, creating very interesting effects. This allowed
us to not be restricted by size limitations.

Book and Demo Page — Pamela Paulsrud

Our first exercise was to make a quick grid, six
spaces (very loose) using different tools to mark the
dividing lines. We could mark off with pencils,
water soluble pencils or crayons, we then placed two
pieces of removable tape anywhere on the grids. We
did this exercise on both white (Arches #140 Hot
Press) and black (Arches Black cover) papers. (We
only used white or black pencil on the black, no
water and no tape as the paper had a bit of nap and
water and tape would ruin it) The black on black was
quite striking!

Tree Whispers *

., )
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Book cover made from grid paper

With Pamela’s guidance we used sumi and walnut
inks, coke pens, brushes, popsicle sticks, edged
tongue depressors and any other mark making tools.
We were to make tiny slow marks, wide large marks,
delicate minimalist marks, turning the paper and
work the other direction.. We used our non dominant
hand to slow us down, and wrote left to right and up
and down. We used water on some, and soluble
pencils. Pamela would tell us what to do and when,
giving us guidance so it wasn’t just “random™....

We took a wide wet brush over the white paper, over
some of our dividing lines which created a blurring
effect (if you used the water soluble pencils) and then
drew a few lines into the wet. We then used our inks
to make marks, scribble, write text loosely. We
worked on both papers at the same time, alternating
when one was full. These papers were then used to
make an accordion fold book, or portfolio.

*Tree Whispers are a project created by Pamela and the late Marilyn Sward in 2000.
Gathering round handmade papers from around the world, and then using any type of
medium, tell a story relating to trees. We all have a tree story within us. These are then
collected, strung together in 5 foot lengths (or longer, depending on ceiling height) and
displayed at exhibits around the world. Anyone can contribute. www.treewhispers.com
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More Marks

Other techniques for creating marks:

Use a pipette to draw with ink

. Use a pipette with ink in one hand and a pipette with
water in the other and draw simultaneously

e Score into paper, then wash over with ink —(resist)

o Play music and try to create what you hear/feel

o Try making a continuous mark without lifting tool, only
to re-ink. Don’t hurry, slow movements, twisting and
turning. If marks are round, try to make them angular
and vice-versa. Use this idea to practice with your good
paper close by. Once in a rhythm, move to good paper.

o Take time to play with each tool to see what it
does/what you feel comfortable with

o Use wax crayon as resist

o Use sewing wheel with saral transfer paper

o Try tools sitting and standing for variety

. White space is important!!!

e TYou can colour your edges of paper or use removable
tape to make a larger band (stripe) on edge

. Use eye dropper to drop ink

. White gel pens are great on black

Pamela also demonstrated photo transfer using a TONER based
copy. Remember if using text to reverse it so it transfers readable.
We used the Chartpak colorless blender for the transfer process.

Be spontaneous

- sometimes things don’t work, come back to later

- usea viewfinder to locate sections

- youcan rework a piece with sumi/walnut ink

- re-acquaint yourself with the tool

- tum a page upside down to analyze the mark

- be aware of copyright laws when using photo transfers
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FRAMEWORK
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